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2008 SIETAR Japan Annual Conference
Keynote Speech Outline (translated by conference committee)

Possibilities of Field Generative Research in a Multicultural Society:
Synergistic Effect of Research, Policy Making, and Practice
Sato, Gunei, Ph. D.

Professor of the Center for Research in International Education
Tokyo Gakugei University (TGU)

1. My research experience in relation to my age, position, and the
content of my work
(1) From comparative research to intercultural education
(2) An encounter with practices
(3) Research conducted at Tokyo Gakugei University

2. Research issues regarding intercultural transitions / cultural
transfer
(1) The issue of ethnocentrism
(2) The issue of constructing research hypotheses
(3) Research that assumes established theories
(4) The relationship between the researcher and the researched

3. My perspective on the relationship between research and practice
(1) The researcher’s relationship with the field
(2) The relationships between research and practices
@ A previously-held assumption: the assumption that both the researcher
and the practitioner stand on the same ground and describe reality in
the same way
@ Unhappy conflict: the gap between the theory and knowledge held by the
researcher and those held by the practitioner
@ How to integrate the two

4. Involvement in practice
(1) Involvement in policy making
(2) Involvement in curriculum planning
(3) Working together with colleagues

5. Possibilities of Field Generative Research

(1) From indirect contribution to direct contribution

(2) Creation of “field”: The field is not a place for research, but a place of practices.

(3) From hypothesis dependence to problem solving: a perspective based on finding
a problem and working together to solve it

(4) A search for a methodology: searching for a methodology which enables us to
incorporate the researcher into the field, to describe changing processes of both
the researcher and the “field” in their interactive relationships, and to examine
a dynamic process of constructing a new relationship between them to solve
problems together.

6. Synergizing practice, policy making, and research
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